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Introduction

Dogen’s 10-volume book, Eihei Koroku, is a close rival in importance to his
masterwork, Shobogenzo. The first seven volumes of Eihei Koroku contain 531 of
Dogen’s Zen sermons, or jodo, that were recorded by Dogen’s personal assistants.
Jodo (_I=4%) is shorthand for “the abbot enters the assembly hall and ascends to
the high seat.” And, from that high seat, he delivered the Zen sermons to the
monks assembled around him.

The sermons are for the most part short, some of them only one or two sentences,
with the longest (sermon 381) counting in at around 2,000 words. Dogen’s off-the-
cuff skills apparently included the ability to improvise in verse, and several of his
sermons consist of poetic quatrains. For example, here is the entirety of sermon
519:

Following the sages in dwelling upright is like yearning for the wise ones.
The lotus mind loves to be dry, not damp from the [muddy] water.

You should know that here is the auspicious and dignified matter,

Passed on face to face for twenty-two hundred years.

The original Chinese text is even more terse:
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Some Zen masters, who were even more taciturn, would ascend the high seat, sit
there for a time without saying or doing anything, and then depart to let the Zen
monks chew on that. The sermon might consist of the master simply raising his



staff, or if he was feeling more garrulous, drawing a circle in the air with the staff.
And that was it.

Many of Dogen’s Zen sermons end with a lapidary comment that sums up the
sermon, with such comments coming after “a long pause” (I /A). The “long
pause” came after Dogen concluded his talk and invited questions and open debate
about the sermon. This part of the event was not recorded and we can only
speculate and wonder about the sort of lively discussion that must have transpired
during these sessions.

While some sermons were held on a fixed schedule, others, due to Dogen’s
impromptu nature, could take place at any time, day or night, even in the wee
hours of the morning. Such events were announced by the beating of a drum or
sounding of wooden clappers, and we can imagine the monks eagerly making their
way to hear the master speak words brimming with ancient wisdom but also
bristling with innovations.

Here is the complete Chinese text of the 57 jodo, sermons 414 through 470, in
Volume 6 of Dogen’s Eihei Koroku (7k~F-J#$%). | have paragraphed the sermons
to correspond to the paragraphing in the English translation of Dogen’s book by
Dan Leighton and Shohaku Okumura.
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Note: The editor, Gien, has inserted a comment in this jodo, enclosed in brackets above,
that reads: [The teacher first studied with master Butsuju, who was a student of Myoan.]
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Note
1. Conventions for representing Chinese characters not available in digital form:

1. If the character is made up of two components, arranged side by side, the
character can be represented as [A + B].

For example, the Chinese word for “bright” or “clear” is ming:

]



If this character were not available in digital form, it could be expressed as
[H+H].

2. If the character is made up of two components, one placed on top of the other,
the character can be represented as [A / B].

For example, the Chinese word for “laugh” or “smile” is xiao:

LR

X
If this character were not available in digital form, it could be expressed as:

[T/ K]

3. If the character is made up of two components, with one component
enclosing the other, the character can be represented as: [A <> B].

For example, the Chinese word for “cause” is yin:

A

If this character were not available in digital form, it could be expressed as:
[ <> K]
4. If the character is made up of four components, arranged in a vertical line, the
character can be represented as [A/ B/ C/ D].
For example, one Chinese word for “peaceful” or “tranquil” is ning:

IS

=7

If this character were not available in digital form, it could be expressed as:

[0/ L/ T



Suppose you want to remove a component from another component within a
character. This can be represented as (A - B). | mention this because there is a
character in Dogen’s Shosan that I represent as:

(OAGUED YRR

(-f* - | ) means to subtract, or remove, the vertical stroke “ | ” from “* ” thus
yielding the component for “hand.”



